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Review of Project 20.1763, “Regirnal Civil Consumption of
Petroleum Products ir the USSR, 1953-57"

1. Subject project bas beer examiied and reviewed as reguested.
The project, representing over 3,000 hours of analyet time, repre-
sents an impressive compilatior of informetion on the avsilanility
of petroleum for consumptisn irp the USSR, by consuming sector, regica,
and product.

2. In the absence of direct informetion on most of these sub-
Jects, ipdirect means were devised to estimate requirements, which
in most instsnces were sssumed ic represert consumption. Where
feasible, requirements were ususlly derived by the aspplication of
estimated coefficlents to aveilalle informstion on work performed by
the particular consuming sector. Althougt these have not been reviersd
in detail, sample checks indicate that on the whole the procedure
reflected a cereful apd intelligernt effort to mrrive at ressonable
estinates. In some instances, & deceptive precision is imparted to
the estimates by the use of coeffTiclents to more digits then sre
significant. Sector and ower-all totals, however, have been gepercusi-
1y rounded.

3. Totals for some sactors may represent the reguirements for
significant subsectors rather then that of the entire sector. This
mey be true of the chemicsls ipdustry, ror which consumption of FOL
sppears to be confined to a few ;roducts dependent upou heat for
mrocessing.

k. The reasor for combining nonferrcus minerals production wit:
menufacturing is not clear, except that requirements for these two
industries appear to heve been estimated jointly, as residuals.
Presumably, unless the methodolopy is mislemding, this total alsc
includes mining (ferrcus end nmomferrous) cther than conl, and shoulds
be more accurately describad.

5. For these resscns, Table 1, "Estimated Civil Consumptiorn ...,"
actually represents estimsted recuirements and the alloeation to the
Honferrous and Manmufacturing sectors includes a residusl, part of
which i3 more appropriastely charpeable seross the board to all
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consuming sectors. Since this residusl hes already been removed it
is not clear how a second residusl, computed in Table L es th:
difference Letween the total availsble for consumption and th: sum
of the estimated civil anc military consumption, is derived, -r what
it mwans. Certalnly the ruggestior on p. 16 that the sige of this
"spparent differenca” (Teble 4), justifies the conclusion the: the
range of error of estimates in the report is plus or minus 10 percent
appears to require further justification. In faet so many ossusptic s
are made as to particular subsectors that it is difficult to :stimate
over-all validity unless some independent memns of aggregating
consumption can be deviseé.

é. These considerations have been sdvanced in order to -lescribs
ths character of the - and the problems that it raises. (n
addition, its length (176 pp. exclusive of introductory meter .als)
snd the fact that publication ss & Resemrch Aid hss beer propassd,
raise the following questions:

a. Who are the jotentinl consumaras for & report of
such length snd detail?

b. Is publicatica in this detsil Jjustified?

c. Although publicaticn: as an RA is proposed, the
project is essentially substantive rsther than
methodalogicsl. True, the methodology is
described in some detail, dut not in sufficient
detall to Justify pblication of the sethodology
on the score that if jpublished in its present
form it will meke it possible for comsumers <o
use the report to verifly the numbers in the
Paper or use the saws mothod in further reseavch
on the sase subject. The draft report character.
izes the methodology ns “only = description® of
the method uead and states that, "A complete
methodology, Nully documented, 15 availaeble for
exaninatlion 12 CIA files." (p. 144)

d. Unless & stroig case can be made for publication
in full as an BA, weuld not the report receive
wider circulstion apd reach more consumers if
dragtically roduced in length end publiched as
an RR? In this compection it should sgain be
exphesiged that ever if published as an RA, it
will probebly be consulted more for its substancc
than its math-d.
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In ite present form, hosrever, the substance is lost
in the detmil. The Susmery, for exsuple, is 17 pages
long -~ 80 YJong that it also neads = summmery. ¥ould
1t not be wth conaidering the expansion of the
Hummery into the body of a short RR and ccollepsinog
et of whet is zow in the body of the report irto &
suitable Statistical Appendix?

e. Assuming that there is a need for pubiicetion ir de-
tail, 1= pukiication of the complete tables required
for all 5 ydars covered by the report? Would net
publication of the u)ll tables for 1953 and 1957
suffice, supilemented by publicatiocn of the agugrs-
gates for &X 5 years? Adoption of this propossl
would permit the eliminetion of Tadbles 7-9, 12-1%,
and the dresic shortening of Tables 1£.21.

f. "As a good report should,”™ the text has been written
from the tohiles, snd txeats principally of types and
rates of grawth., As pressently constituted, the
tables, long ss they mre, present only ebsolute
mubers anid show no changes in the composition cf
copsupption or rates of consumption grewth. The
report is cagpletely devoid of graphice. Much ¢l
the long tex: is therefore devoted to éiscusmsior
of grewth syl changes in compesiticn. Would it wox
be possible ic show these changes i tedbular ant
graphic fashiion and thereby permit e reduction in
the length o the texi? Graphies showing the renk
order of coxwuming sectors and products consumed at
the begioning axd end of the period would be
especially haelpful and save mamy pages of texbusl
discusgion.
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